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Reading @ EMCPS

- The Reading Journey

- Reading or Really Reading

- Teaching reading at English Martyrs'

- Reading at home – how can you support your child?

- Reading Buddy

- An English Martyrs' Reader

-



Our reading intent

At English Martyrs’ Catholic Primary School, we believe that the teaching of reading is 

integral to a child’s understanding and appreciation of the world around them; a 

platform that allows our children to see beyond what they know, share in cultural 

experiences and develop the vocabulary they need to effectively express themselves. 

Our reading curriculum strives to foster a lifelong love of reading. We cultivate the 

behaviours that our pupils need to be discerning readers, reading frequently and 

widely, using a range of strategies and discussing what they have read. 

Early reading and development of speech and language is identified as a priority at 

English Martyrs’ and therefore vocabulary acquisition and application are planned 

into all subject areas. 

We understand the importance of parents and carers in supporting their children to 
develop both word reading and comprehension skills, and so we want to encourage a 
home-school partnership which enables parents and carers to understand how to 
enhance the skills being taught in school through good quality texts and promote 
reading for pleasure.

All of these are essential components as they offer the range of opportunities needed 

to develop fluent, confident and enthusiastic readers and above all, a love and 

appreciation for reading.



The school aims to:

• Develop word reading skills which enable the children to decode words using a reading routine 

that is rehearsed and practised daily (Essential Letters and Sounds - Phonics)

• Develop children’s fluency, intonation and expression so they can read aloud for different 

purposes (accuracy, automaticity, prosody)

• Promote a love of reading which is centred around the interests of the children but also engage 

children with texts and knowledge outside their current experiences

• Support children’s comprehension skills through ensuring experiences of high-quality discussion 

with the teacher and peers, and establishing clear methods for answering a range of 

comprehension questions.

• Ensure children experience a range of genres and discuss a plethora of stories, rhymes, poems, 

traditional tales, stories from other cultures and non-fiction

• Develop a knowledge of themselves and the world in which our pupils live, through the texts 

they encounter

• Support pupils to read widely through a carefully selected and organised home reading 

programme, supplemented by a specifically chosen Book Spine, delivered by class teachers

• Encourage care and ownership of books

• Use reading and a language rich classroom environment to expose children to a wide range of 

vocabulary

• Rigorously monitor and assess children’s reading progress and identify those who need extra 

support and intervene at an early stage



Phonics – Essential 
Letters and Sounds



Phonics – Essential Letters and Sounds

Some of the Early Years Reading Spine 

books

Story sacks are used in school and at home to 

bring stories to life and encourage discussion.



Phonics – Essential Letters and Sounds

SSP stands for Systematic Synthetic Phonics. It 
is an approach which teaches children to 
recognise letters (graphemes) and their 
associated sounds (phonemes)



Essential Letters and Sounds
Spelling Y2

The three lessons each week allow children to build upon their understanding of 
the sounds they have previously been taught as part of their phonics programme 
and gives them the confidence to use this code to support spelling.





English Martyrs’ Reading Journey



English Martyrs’ Reading Journey



“Imagine a primary school where, over seven or eight 
years, children are read to, enjoy, discuss and work with a 
core of around 80 books. These ‘essential reads’ would be 
a store of classics, creating a living library inside a child’s 
mind. This is the ‘reading spine’. Schools that have a 
reading spine build a common bank of stories that bind 
the community together.” Pie Corbett, Literacy expert

Reading Spine

https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/piecorbett




































Assessment

• Teachers can give feedback or mark during reading lessons offering both support and challenge 

• Children may self or peer assess with reference to their learning objectives and success criteria

• Termly attainment and progress are assessed using PiRA assessments (Year 6 use previous 

national SATS tests). 

• MARK is used to analyse assessment data and gives question analysis.

• The Salford reading Test is used to assess reading age and monitor progress of pupils where 

pupils may not be working at age related expectations or have SEND. This allows teachers to 

review progress in an alternative way.

• Reading comprehensions are used to assess pupil response to text in line with the expectations 

for the end of KS2 as part of ongoing teacher assessment.

• Year 2 and Year 6 complete the National end of Key Stage SAT tests. 

• Children in Year 1 undertake the National Phonic Screening Test. If they do not pass they have 

another opportunity in Year 2. Results are reported to parents.



















https://www.storynory.com/the-clever-parrot-and-the-laid-back-cat/

https://www.audible.co.uk/search?keywords=free+children+books&no
de=19376662031

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7kFarj-e6Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U70n1hRyL2A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKsZR-sNuUI

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/bedtime-stories

Audio books 

https://www.storynory.com/the-clever-parrot-and-the-laid-back-cat/
https://www.audible.co.uk/search?keywords=free+children+books&node=19376662031
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7kFarj-e6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U70n1hRyL2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKsZR-sNuUI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/bedtime-stories
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